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Abstract

Right to health entered into the category of human rights after World War II when the article 25 of Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was expressed in 1948. Today, almost two thirds of countries have constitutional articles related to the right to heath,

and it is time to clarify the meaning of that right in the new era of advanced medical and information technology. In the new era,

medical practice is required to be patient centered with the consideration of physician’s specialty, and such practice needs patient’s

self-decision making for the meaningful consent. To avoid unwilling medical care and make willing consent, medical information

plays a great role and access to such information can be called “right to medical information” which is a part of right to health.
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Antigua and Barbuda 1981

Fiji Islands 1998

New Zealand 1987 (amended
in 2001)

Australia 1900

France 1958

Norway 1814 (amended in
1995)

Austria 1920

The Gambia 1996

Pakistan 1973 (amended in
1997)

Bahamas 1973

Germany 1949 (amended in
2002)

Samoa 1962 (amended in
2001)

Barbados 1966

Ghana 1992 (amended in
1996)

San Marino 1600

Belize 1981

Grenada 1983 (amended in
1992)

Serbia & Montenegro 2003

Bhutan 1907

Indonesia 1945

Singapore 1963 (amended in
2001)

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1995

Ireland 1937
2002)

(amended in

Solomon Islands 1978

Botswana 1966

Israel

St. Kitts and Nevis 1983

Brunei 1959

Jamaica 1962 (amended in
1994)

St. Lucia 1978

Burundi 1998

Jordan 1952
1984)

(amended in

St. Vincent & the Grenadines
1979

Cameroon 1996

Kenya 1969 (amended in
1997)

Sweden 1975

Canada 1867

Kiribati 1979 (amended in
1995)

Tonga 1875
1988)

(amended in

Chad 1996

Lebanon 1926 (amended in
1995)

Trinidad & Tobago 1976

Cook Islands 1965

Maldives 1998

Tuvalu 1986

Cyprus 1960

Malta 1964 (amended in 2001)

United Kingdom 1689

Czech Republic 1993

Mauritania 1991

United States of America 1787

Denmark 1953

Mauritius 1968 (amended in
2000)

Vanuatu 1980

Djibouti 1992

Morocco 1996

Zimbabwe 1979 (amended in
2000)

Dominica 1978

Nauru 1968
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