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Development of draft nursing algorithm for end-of-life discussions
with outpatients undergoing palliative cancer treatment
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[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to develop a draft nursing algorithm for end-of-life discussions (EOLd)
with outpatients undergoing palliative treatment for generalist nurses. [Method] The algorithm was developed based
on a literature review, and modifications were made based on the results of an interview survey of three certified
nurse specialists regarding surface and content validity. The content validity and feasibility of the algorithm were
confirmed by a questionnaire survey of 246 certified nurses, and it was used as a draft of the algorithm. [Results]
The draft algorithm was created for each of the three periods: “switching to treatment for palliative purposes,”
“treatment becoming unsuccessful,” and “switching to mainly palliative care,” and consisted of six practice items
and goals to connect to EOLd. Based on the results of 15 certified nurses’ responses, the I-CVI for content validity
ranged from 0.86 to 1.00, and that for feasibility from 043 to 0.73. [Conclusion] We were able to develop a nursing
algorithm that was generally content-valid. In addition, points to keep in mind when using the algorithm in clinical

practice were presented.
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