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, give to a passage in a writer some century or two old,
/

s very apt to be in consonance with the state of knowledge
At the time, in harmony with the prevailing ideas of the
iday; and, doubtless, often differs signally from the meaning
_ that was in the mind of the man who composed it. The
iworld saw nothing of the circulation of the blood in Servetus,

\’C‘olumbus, Casalpinus, or Shakespeare, until after William
{:Ha.rvey had taught and written.”

{ In order to give to medical passages in Shakespeare a just
e)ritica.l interpretation, that is an interpretation in conso-
nance with the medical knowledge of his own time, it will be
needful to give a brief sketch of the state of medicine in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It may be thought that
the various histories of medicine would give the needful
information on this point, but reference to them has resulted
in disappointment. Le Clerc's History of Physick, made
Tinglish by Drs, Drake and Baden in 1699, might
expected to give a satisfactory statoment of the conditi
of 'phyaick in the age immediately antocedent to its pub
cation, but it is unfortunately monopolized by disse
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(#®N26 : Bucknill,John Charles, The medical knowledge of Shakespeare Longman, 1860
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Prediction. 265 -

tww—b}ﬁamm‘
neral causes, while the moral diviner, by his experience, of
the personal character, anticipated the actions ofs i
vidual. - Others, too, have asserted the possession of this
faculty. Du Vair, a famous chancellor .of France, imagined
the faculty was intuitive with him: by his own experiencs
he. had observed the results of this curious and obscure
faculty, and at a time when the history of the human mind
was’ 5o imperfectly comprehended, it s easy to account for -
the apparent egotism of this grave and dignified character.
“Born,” says he, “ with constitutional infirmity, a mind and
body. but ill adapted to:be laborious, with a most treacherous
memory, enjoying no gift of nature, yet able at.all times to
exercise 4 sagacity so great that I do not know, since I have
reached manhood, that anything of importance has } d
. to the state, to the public, or to myself in particular, which
I had not foreseen.” * < This faculty seems to.be described by
aremarkable expression employed by Thucydides in his cha- -
racter. of: Themistocles, of which :the; following is given as a
close translation : ®By a species of sagacity peculiarly his
own, for which he was in no degree indebted either to.early
education or after study, he was supereminently happy in
forming a prompt judgment in matters that admitted bub
little time for deliberation; at the same time that. ¥
surpassed all .in his deductions z the future jfrom:
U from. they
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bes, but aleo what orwas) the. besti : future,
[y of Gorndiins | hin faculty of imoral and. political, prediotic
b6 seeret revelation, conidared as o & , wo ean even furnish it with a denomw
iells us that this art nation; for tlie writer of tho Lifo of Sir Thomas Browne
0 his works, in claiming the honour of it for that
hilosopher, enlls it “ the ‘Btochastic,” a term derived from

Gireek and from archory, meaning “ to shoob ab a mark."
I'his eminent gonius, it seoms, often “ hit the white.”” Our

biographor  doolares, that “ though ho wgro no prophot, yeb

: Disraeli,Isaac,Curiosities of literature Vol.3,Warnen.d.
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" Prediction. i 3
we say that the fatal experiment was again repeated since
the prediction, and the faet proved not true! The excess of
democracy inevitably terminates in a monarchical state; and
-were all the monarchies in Europe at present republics, a
philosopher ‘might safely predict the restoration - of ‘mo<
narchy ! 40
If a prediction be raised on facts which our own prejudices
induce us to infer will exist, it must be chimerical, ‘' We have
an Universal Chronicle of the Monk Carion, printed in 1582, .
in which he announces that the world was about ending,* as
well as his chronicle of it; that the Turkish empire would
not last many years; that after the death of Charles the
Fifth the empire of Germany would be torn to pieces by the
-themselves. -This monk will no longer pass for a
ﬂrophet; he belongs to that class of historians who write to |
umotr their own %mﬁces, like a certain' lady-prophetess,
who, in 1811, predictéd that grass was to grow in Cheapsido
about this time ! ~ The monﬁr_unrion, like others of greater
* This prediction of the end of the"world is one of the most popular / 2
hallucinations, warmly received by many whenever it 1s promulgated. It o
kad the most marked " effect when the oyole of a thousand years after the {
birth of Christ was" ing completion ; and the world was assured | . %
thst was the limit of its present state. Numerous acts of piety were .
med, Charches wore built, religious houses founded, lnd,noedm
becamo the ordor of the day, until the drended year was-completed withou
the mooompaniment of tho mpornatural horrors so gon foared ; '

VERFE

PRPSIEENITHRL Fu TNy §

9 RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

The first may be expressed by saying:
Space is a plenum filled ‘continuously with
some kind of matter. The second is the
doctrine of evolution, of gradual transition
in time.

Thus, although it is impossible for scien-
tific investigation to start or to be carried
on without the dissecting or atomising pro-
cess, there is an equally important tendency
to bring things which have been separated
together again, and ‘to restore what seems
to be their natural order and interconnec-
tion in the place of an artificial order which
is assumed only as a transition stage for
purposes of ‘research, but which is pre-emi-
nently perpetuated in the artificial world
with which the progress of human industry
and culture has everywhere surrounded us.

A
I
A

@, (HEciiddeo NHE#KEE] EwvwsZ @N156 : MerzJohn Theodore Religion
LIZTENTHR ) LES) and science : a philosophical essay,

Blaskwood, 1915
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if they be furrowed in the surface, as the Irish crys-
tals are. Let him consider too, that he sees the same
colowrs in the drops which are dashed from oars in
the sunshine;—and in the spray thrown by a mill-
wheel;—and in the dew-drops which lie on the grass
in a meadow on a summer-morning;—and if a man
takes water in his mouth and projects it on one side
into a sunbeam ;—and if in an oillamp hanging in the
air, the rays fall in certain positions upon the surface
of the oil;—and in many other ways, are colours pro-
duced. We have here a collection of instances, which
are almost all examples of the same kind as the phe-
nomenon under consideration; and by the help of a
principle collected by induction from these facts, the
colours of the rainbow were afterwards really explained.

‘With regard to the form and other circumstances of
the bow le is still more precise. He bids us measure
the height of the bow and of the sun, to show that the
center of the bow is exactly opposite to the sun. He
explains the circular form of the bow,—its being inde-
pendent of the form of the cloud, its moving when we
move, its flying when we follow,—by its consisting of
the reflections from a vast number of minute drops.
He does not, indeed, trace the course of the Tays
through the drop, or account for the precise magni-
tude which the bow ; but he approaches to
the vorge of this part of the explanation; and must be
considered ag having given a most happy example of
experimental inquiry into nature, at a time when such

examples di 3
T oy anrero sxosedingly tounty, . o his eefonty

(@N242 : Whewell,William,0On the philosophy of discovery,Parker,1860
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160 PHILOSOFHY OF DISCOVERY.

ALt

¢
subject, not only for first discovering, but for receiving
knowledge : “Without experience, not other men’s but
Qur own, no man is a proper disciple of any part o
% owledge ; without experimentat SRill in ana-

my,.he will no better apprehend what I shall deliver
concerning generation, than a man born blind can
Jjudge of the nature and difference of colours, or one
born deaf, of sounds.” “If we do otherwise, we may
get & humid and floating opinion, but never a solid
and infallible knowledge: as is happenable to those
Wwho see foreign countries only in maps, and the bowels
of men falsely described in anatomical tables. And
hence it comes about, that in this rank age, we have
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. many ﬁhisﬁers and bookwrights, but few wise men
and philosophers.” He had before declared “how

unsafe and degenerate a thing it is, to be tutored by
otl'ler men’s commentaries, without making trial of the
things themselves; especially since Nature's book is
80 open and legible.” We are here reminded of Gali-
leo’s condemnation of the “pape ' The
train of thought thus :

goverers, spread rapidly with the spread of
i, (HADBURORHEEZ T %Kit L V3R 7% H)




Bereits in , Konig Heinrich VL (Dritter Teil, V, 6)
beschreibt Heinrich, kurz che er von Richard erstochen
wird, dessen Geburt folgendermalien:

Die Eule schric

dabei, cin Gbles Zeichen;
Die Krahe krachzte, Ungliickszeit wverkiindend ;
Der Sturm ri8 Baume nieder, Hunde heulten,

_ Der Rabe kauste sich auf Feueressen,

Und Elstern schwatzten in miBhell'gen Weisen.

Mehr als der Mutter Wehen fahlte deine,

Und keiner Mutter Hoffoung kam ans Licht;

Ein rober migeformter Klumpe nur,

Nicht gleich der Frucht von solchem wackern Baum.-

Da battest Zaha' im Kopf bei der Geburt,

Zum Zeichen, da du kimst die Welt zu beiblen.

.,' jener.

speares Tage verdunkelte, wihnte, daB die vernunft-
u;m&muwummu
lichen Ereignissen der Menschenschicksal
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Schon vorher, in dem groBen Monologe in ,Kénig

Heinrich VL (Dritter Teil 111, 2), hat er seine Ge-
brechen noch genauer, gewissermaBen naturwissen-
schafdlich-medizinisch, geschildert:

Schwor Licbe mich doch ab im MutterschoB,

Und, daB ihr sanft Gesetz far mich nicht galte,

Bestach sie die gebrechliche Natur

Mit irgendeiner Gabe, meinen Arm

Wie einen darren Strauch mir zu verschrumpfen,

Dem Riicken cinen neid’schen Berg zu tirmen,

Wo HaBlichkeit, den Korper hohnend, sitzt,

Die Beine von ungleichem Ma8 zu formen;

An jedem Teil mich ungestalt zu schaffen,

Gleich wie ein Chaos oder Barenjunges,

e, unglsks, dos Mtter S mich e
mhnnwxnafdmmdawm] %
dieser dulleren, in zahlreichen Variationen wiederholten
Schilderung seines Helden nachdriicklichst auf jene

Stigmata hat hinweisen wollen, welche diemoderne
Pathologie als Degenerationszeichen, als

tartung anspricht. = -

Der Nachweis einer morphol: zudmmmur

- Nervensystems hat der Lehre von den Degenerations-
zeichen eine physiologische Grundlage gegeben. Eine

Tatigkeit des Nervensystems ist auf die Bildung der

"',:.‘“m'“m“f)weduum@p Mﬁ!‘n“

ldungen, Abweichungen h.
durch ut;,e:"]lenn Vermittlung- r b
ciniger icht d

X ot ler RiickschluB auf ein !n-l‘

(DN248 : Wulffen,Erich Shakespeares grosse Verbrecher * Richard M-Macbeth -Othello,
Langenscheidt, 1911 —3 =z A4 7 A¥T7 % FA ViETYH

and a man who does not understand the desu'es of mate
. his wﬂe, and does not respect them, is not worthy of
f

@PlZ‘I quel,August,The sexual question : a scientific, psychological,hygienic and
sociological study,Medial Art Agency,n.d., p.135 {/INsiDFd)
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