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A Qualitative Study of the Psychological Process of Undergone
by Mothers of Children with Cancer from Initial Stage to Stable
Stage of Hospitalization

Junko Hattori', Takako Yamamoto’, Yuka Okada’, Keiko Yamaguchi'

The purpose of this study was to elucidate the psychological process undergone by mothers of children with the
cancer from the initial stage to the stable stage of hospitalization.

Data were obtained from interviewing 12 mothers who were caring the hospitalized children, their qualitatively
analyzed with the modified grounded theory approach.

It was clear from the results that there was a process of psychological change in which, beginning with her child’s
diagnosis with cancer, until she in her own way, reached the goal of letting the child live a child’s life.

This process was composed of three stages caused by the gap between the feelings and behavior of mother with
the course of hospitalization and treatment, and there were the management factors that adjusted the gap at every
stage.

With the course of treatment, the mother passed smoothly from the first stage to the second stage, but a trigger of

some kind was needed to reach final stage.
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