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Academic skills training through fieldwork:

The case of “Basic Seminar I” in the Department of International
and Cultural Studies, Aichi Prefectural University

Hiroko AzUMA & Nobutaka KAMEI

This paper introduces a program of academic skills training through fieldwork
conducted in “Basic Seminar I,” a class in the Department of International and
Cultural Studies, School of Foreign Studies, Aichi Prefectural University. The
content of lessons is presented, as well as the effects of the training and problems
to be solved. In an era when universities are expected to develop global human
resources, college graduates are expected to possess multiple abilities, including
not only language skills but also flexibility, adaptivity and mobility. For this
purpose, it is important for students to experience issues of international
cooperation and cultural interaction in society through fieldwork in the early
stages of the university curriculum. Following up on this experience, faculty must
continue to foster students’ academic training so that they will be able to choose
the themes of their graduation theses with full consciousness of themselves as
autonomous members of global society. It is also essential for the faculty to share
information with each other in order to enable students to advance smoothly from
the 1st and 2nd year level to the 3rd and 4th year level.
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