ANFRE DO ERE TR f\@)’(?dﬁsc];(ﬁ
WIS A FEEE AT S 2 BUE TG

. RwO B ERRFE
SR 23 4E B 0 FT B R E BRI T IS & 0 /ANVERIIGE | Bl TAHEREIRE
MPEA SN, THEEED,) IHEBOMEI T TR wh, THEEEZID S
Ty ERFEHEL, BEE LT MEEEZEL T, SEELULIco» TRERR
ICHEEED BEMICa I a7 —2arv2XA5 LT 3RIEOEREZXD
NEFEOSHEPLEAN ZRCERBLEE RS, 2327 —va viEh
DOFEMEES ) TLEEBF VS, FIEFICL2a3 a7 —va v icEA
BEHTHENRTWEdD, 7V 77Xy b7 EOLFRHEORI G, D0
TiE, TREOEHAHIEE LD, BFICL23 a7 —va vzl
T25DELTHVWE) ZEPRDOENTWDSE, Ly LEE, BRESHEER
THEEDOLTIMN DRSS W L 2EEBT 5 L, THWEERE, tswT
Ste. B XF 2O ANS Z EdETE RV EEZ LGNS,
KFFRIE, HRD/NERBEENRE LT v — T2 EL T, B
FROMFHABRE O W & 2N B I T 2/NERBEOREREHS» 2T B C
EERHNET S, BERNRIFAREIU T oMY Th 5,
1, R plEtAalne = O G0 EmR. & X Z2h 5 OIGENIC AT
5, LT3 208mD 56 RBHEOER (beliefs) XED XS HdDH
(a) IREICE > COEEE (b) HEHIC & > TDIED REEREE
(c) WHEIZE > TOFEHD AN
2. XFSLYMT AR OE AT 2 A
(principles) 1ZED & S b D

[1

& (beliefs) <0 J5iHI

HH
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3. BBICHEBEHABERIBEEZ T 722 &£ DH B/ (Designated Schools:
I D) ERERE®D /NS (Non-Designated Schools: DI ND) &
DETHE DX T MFTAFREDIF LRI T 2 BiFHIEVHY D 5 )

2. "HERH LIEERK

INERBE ORFERB I T 2 Bk g 2 2 Lid, THEREEE KB
WTHEBICED K S RIBERTTON LI »Z2ET 5 LDk 5, Borg
(2003) Ic & % &, T#EE# (teacher cognition) | & I3 “the unobservable cogni-
tive dimension of teaching—what teachers know, believe, and think” (p. 81) TH Y,
HEFHMOMANRICIZEES S OFMZ Db DT T3k, ZNHBHEE]
BB 2BEOTENC ED & S B L JFTrbEEN D, KiwTlRass
MiE&Td 5 T#E = (teacher cognition) ; IZNZ ., W'H TE& (beliefs)
& TIFHI (principles) ; &9, kb BARWAMHZEZH W TERL 5,

HAEDER (teacher beliefs) 1FHEEG (teacher cognition) & UiF LIX[AZE
MicHwesoNn 2, FELTHMOEENTOHREREDOI L D, “the
information, attitudes, expectations, theories, and assumptions about teaching and
learning” (Richards, 1998, p. 66) 7 £ S5 SN 5, SEATHFFEOHIZ I beliefs
. VAESNEBFBWICZ T AN NZFHELE LT knowledge & X4 % RLE
bd % (Emest, 1989; Nespor, 1987) 75, X biEFOFIZESIA L L Tid, #HEN
TDdH 5 HKEEH A “what the teacher knows”, “what the teacher believes”, & 51T
“what the teacher believes s/he knows” DWW NIC K 2 DPIXIHS > Tld7R Wiz d
(Woods, 1996, p. 194) . beliefs & knowledge | “inextricably intertwined” (Pajares,
1992,p.325) & AL, THEEEICET 5 beliefs 13, fiFH/70F
B 0e 2B 2 HEMEAORE L E X CHWT 2 KL TH D, “tend to be
experientially informed and appear to become deeply held and largely context-
independent” (Breen, Hird, Milton, Oliver, & Thwaite, 2001, p. 472) & \» 5 K%
bh, HAMOBEHES BERIEICHEE KIFY (Richards & Lockhart, 1994)
LDTH 5,

—F. HEDHEICEET 2 FAI (principles) (& beliefs & 13 B o L H (15
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B & A S, BED beliefs & 2 OBEMHFEE O 155D CREE D FH
FH7 AL TS BRRE L THoBoMN2 T2 b0 EI 6N
TWw 3% (Breen et al., 2001), principles DTZ I beliefs [ZE A4, beliefs 13 & %
TR principles |2 XML & 41 % A3, principles 13 & 5 IC KA ERICHHE21T-> T
VRBBORHE. HIR, 2 0IEERLEICOHELRIBLLDOTH S,

3. PU—bRE
3.1, EMEAE

T — PEERERIC X D, SPE224E S H18H~ 6 H30H W2 I Tirb
7oo BRAENGUZ, WIRBEICE > THEBEBRE VR A TOEV OBHED 5
T2z, D, ND26ZRENS00KEOHE & L, DIEFSGRRFEAIC &
% 20084FJE F CORRIERY R MIEENT W 614KH 6, BilMEEZED
7207 vy LR HOTHE L7z (Bryman, 2008; Cresswell, 2009), % 7z ND
1F. B HURE 2 & OBUE D 5 v TV B HAD /N R D #ERIC T
DT 57Dz, 2E22,0000 Eo/NEREED» B TlER L, PREgRLRR, L
LT —F T4V IHBEREONREIND Z EDL VMO 25321 0 5
D LR ERWIZD DN 5 5 v ¥ L5008 2 L, ZRENDNERIC
7 v — PR (Appendix 12) LRFEHOUFM S EHfE £, OB
BB LT =9 oMY ROPTEFRENCRS N B C &, BRHIRE: £ 25
U 7 S L e —FIc KR L, AGRHOBIND» S, 7y 7 — MafE
AR E L, BB, A7 v 7 — b EBS Wz 01d, TRANZRFE DR
oo THEEES)) » 6 THEREES) ~oBTHTch oz, Ty —
FAX T TREERE ) ki Lc, T OO, BEOFTHRICXIIL 7%
WIRD . ZofFEEH S,

32. =Y

RESNIT v — MEAER398K (EINE39.8%) TH b, £y A T
WERIZ D A3237# (47.40%). ND A3161# (32.20%) TdH - 7z, ITLED/NE
KENRE LT v 77— REEOL S MoMBEOFE L LT, &
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OEINFEIZZL b DEF R b, AHICEEL TD, NDFNCH# LESZ AT,
ZRHE- THEROFIR E T—H L TEB L 7z, HEEDYKY A T 0udE
BOEMRIICET 27—, BXORFERXNOFELEH OB OMEE %
L O#EHHTICIZ IBM SPSS Statistics 197% V72, % 7 20 RIE H 0 454713,
AR TR L7z a— Ficft-> CHBDORIE 208U, 2z Kbl L TGt
W% 4T o 72,

33 1R
331 EEHET—Y

AiCEMRI 0GB, KO A E2BR B, FIEHE OFHEMIZ D, ND
EHA0~MFTH Y, LWIEDEEHE Y (D: 53.39%., ND: 58.13%), &ko
FREREED, TN 6 E2010FEDQ2ENEREB O 72 CFHFERm (5 ¢
4435%, L 4a525%). B (B :38.1%., 40 :61.9%)) CGHRIAEE 2010)
LHMT 5,

HIEZ 9 A DHAEIZ OV TIE, D 234, ND ISZo#HED HEFER L, &
A& LD, HTEZ2 L 52BEBD > 513 AL (D: 90.19%., ND: 93.16%) A3
TEMEBLEE & b THEEEERE)) 2EASNS 5, 6FELThrDr 7 ZADHE
fEchHot,

PEEHT 2 HY T 2EFICOVTIE, 2 ODOHENMED S » AR T, (LS
T ADPAERPLLAE (3, 44F) FEAE (1, 24F) ThEHEIEZ DY
FEORFFBHEEZHL L T 2 5E0% , hOBFETHEFELRET 52 L13E
EAER G, RQIEY 9 ADFEDN S | 6 FVRT N2 DHE, Z DFLEI
A TMBDEFAE, S s - BEFEOWFEHBT 2HY L T 254D S 0,

INERE T DWEERFRBERICOWTIE, DOKEDE L (6638%) 3
1 ~6FTHb—J7, NDOHEDLL (79.25%) 1Z4FERMCTH-7z, WL
C ND OHE O JF P HEFEHRE OFEERD L (chi square = 45.46, df = 4, p < .01) |
D O ALER L EEEHABRE L Oficb TR IEOMBEPRZ T 5 (r= 20,
p<.01),
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332 ERT—%

RIZEHENET 2/INERICB T 2 HEFES 7 A0FHREHIE27.264 (D:
26.054 ND:29.024) THolc, FAHEFOHEELHE FEMWIRDLIZ.D TIE S5,
6 FET100%, F - EAEFETH 0% ETH o, —J5, D TIE 6 FEETI00
% DEMRTH - 7h, SEETERI6IED S b 2 TREMMTH > 72, -
RAETIIBEL T ND OEFEHT EMLOE G D OFGUTTH 57z,
MIEEREEAICBI L T, D oW TAMEREGE) ) ORI Y 72 % 4R35
MY L Cn7z28, ND Cl4EIC 1El, Aic 1 REREE W EED - 7z,

72 bR & 5 CARRELIENE S W EE 1, THHERERE) EADRTEE,
MEEETGE ) 2 5 OBATIHIFORMKEE L WO RRRRRTH 72720, TV
F—hiid TEEBHEoMESY ) 2MOHEBEAR T, JofiRe THEEEH
HAUX 25 L, HREEM, 8L TEL 2 EEHEYE ) BT 2 RS
REWS LAEDLE D EWLOPDMEHADPHSE Ik -T2,

(1) 8L O/INAETHFEHE »® HEREES) ) LB 6N Twiz, #
EIREEEETHEE B L TEVEIS T THEEERSE), 2HiE L EiE S
NI EBah s, Brio, THE — b 1 & 25 (4F) 2#%MELTH
DTV BRI B LT A E, —H, 3 EEO/NFER CHEEHE D
F72 THEEEEE), LARINTED, ~HOFEKRTIE NEEEHTHH D,
HEFEEEICTD H 51 L 0 I EEIFEOMEST TH 2 I LI DR T,

2 AV F2TnBELTE, THERIBO DAL LS EEHNFES
HIRE R o, FRHC, 2002450 THGEIRE), EARICFRIT S ke T
PRGEEEREENFEEO F 51 &y CCERFAA 2001) EO A Y ¥ 25 Lick
SRS 4RI H D, ZDIEEAEDEERE 2 TVEERE), L fES
FCwiz, OREM, AU F 25 LOEEREOMEIFIcKE L HEE
FIELTWS Z ERTh b,

Q) s 4 TIcfb 59 9FHI L D/NFIT THEE — b 1 & 25 DM &
LTS Cw 2, ChEEEREL ALT OER L 72380 L flaéb
BTV DLHERL ZNEN2EBED - -, MW TH->7DIE, D TIHEMT
HETAERL U 72 5 o =R (40.08%) #SND (24.22%) & b $%E <. ND
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Tl ALT 23ERL L 7 M OISR (34.78%) A3D (26.58%) &b & & -
Rl ETH B,

@) F2EEHICOVTE, WIS A 7 CORTHIA 5 FlE#E 2
TBO BT T A =L T4 —=F D% ho  HEOMAL L L TR TH
EHE L ALT) P78 %2, THIEHKE L HAAREXRE, 2 1E4T
Hotle, ALT PE 2IHEHZ TR > TV B /NERDOEE&HND Ti321.38%
ED (684%) D3EUETH -7, ND TIEELZ SIKIC 1 HS ALT i
THFHEOFEITON TV 5 &) EFIE, 3D TALT fEREM DK
DEE) Lz, NDICBIF 2 ALT ~DKEEDE S 2HIT 3,

333. Q1 \ERBEEHECHVSNIFZBELVZENSICRT IHREDER
Ql I DPFELB CTHV S Z L TE % BARWZZLUT 140 R RE
NEICOWT, THBICHEFEEZ RO BRETZOEFZH L8550 LD
i, ELRZENZFNOTEHO TREICE > TOERERE ), "HEICL>TDIE
HoOWEE ), X0 TREICE->TOAEMOES ) 252 5M0THs, 14
DIEFIC I L F 2> TITON B DD L XFEERDLLEVHOPRAEL Tz,

PEBEO WA WK S

WEDT—L%ET B

Y o SUER BTN, ZhooHA L DEVEES
NEANERZRT 2B &% b
WEEOME 2 S REE MY T 2
IEMEREFEDRE 2 IR 5

BERN IS %2 A5

PEEOL T EFONIEZRYEER (T4=y 7 Ak L)
TNT 7Ry bOLRIEGATHELTS (@ ToA,, b TE— ¢ To—) L)
A EEEDQHEEDR 7 L — R 2 HTHETEB L5k 3
. BHAYEEOHEL 7 L — X2 RTEHEET

MR EHEED 2R v V2R B

. MR OIS % H <

FEREN 72 0k 2 5

O 0 9 N R W N =

_ =
W N~ O

—_
R

Figure 113 Z N ZNOiEHZ Hv 57K 0E &% D, NDAlICRL7Zzd DT
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Figure 1: SEBIDOEA

BHo, ML T THERRES), AEEEEHO BN ISR S EE (1 (.
2 (F—2n]. 3 b 4 Gf). 5 (2R 2R e A LTk
b, 4%FEED END OB TCHELRZE TSP o7, DICEWVWT4 (Kifk)
DEEDECDIE, MREER L VI REOZELEZ 6N D, RIEHAERD
BWIEENZ 6 (B6%). 9 (FA 77Xy M), 13 (W) ThHotz, Kohcfl
RO WIESNE 7 (FELT]. 11 (BEE), 12 (b olFEd). 14 (3UE)
THO THRBE LTORE, HBEICB T 2 FNRICIT W IEEI2S T EREGE)
B VTR SN B HEELS RSz,
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YA TOECTIE, 6 DDIEFHPND XD DIZBWVWTE L TbiT
BY, CoOPICBXFOMEMICBEDL S 8 3CF - Exi), 11 (5], 14 (X
#E] BEEN T, XFEHVLIEFICOWTE, DOND WIFRTH 9 (7
V7 7Ry b)) HSELLE, 10 CCFER RTHT) & 3EL Lok cikbn
TEDL. 8 F - FHIE) & D ?D34.92% (ND 1315.89%) THAIR T,
IN6DT Epb, NEREEZE CIZE L LT MHEEELE, o HIITHh-
ZIEHDTON BT T, XFEEURARIEFHOI Ao Twb e

HHE itz o 7z,

NGy 0.55%
00 "10.34%
ND D
D B
N 5.22%
D |EHA
ND H
D HiE
YR 10.06%
" D EIEES

94.23%
91.27%
59.24%

92.99%
90.48%
92.99%
87.39%
76.28%
64.07%

54.09%
48.72%

85.35%
63.52%
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93.13%
62.26%
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89.66%
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96.57%
91.77%
91.38%
96.86%
94.85%
89.94%
88.03%

b.77%
8.73%
40.76%
59.13%
7.01%
9.52%
7.01%
12.61%
23.72%
35.93%
45.91%
51.28%
14.65%
36.48%
5.66%
6.87%
37.74%
57.76%
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Figure 2. REICE > TOFEEOEEE
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(@ REICE>TDFHBOEEE
BEYE ) IconTE TEBLTHLRV, L) TR RE 28, #E
OREEE THEE, THETIE ARV DLThPICKIIL THEREZEZT 570,
6 RIE D Likert Scale % fH\>7- (Figure 2), M5 4 T12BH 5 388% LI LoD
HEH THEE, LEXTC0REHE 1 B, 2 (F—2) 3 U], 4 %
W), 5 (&EER) Thh, hnid THHEEETE, b HEICHRS 21Tk
2L IBEAEDHENERICBEL TS LD TH o7, —H D, ND D77
%L EoFEY TEETIE RV EEXIEENL, 7 FERE). 11 5],
12 (¥ b o). 14 (UE) THO, Tho BRIZHENFEEA ERbE WV
LRIELIEEN L —H LT, 61 NEHOMA, LHEDOEZ 2EHOD
PRSI ), TPREEE ). TEf) L oMBIBIMR (Table 1) 225, TAf) 2EEO
HFHICAEDHELZKIFLTWS 12, 13, 42KBE, hodXToFH T THE
B oW TOREDERD, ZOME#EE EROBETHV 20 L 5 »ickd
D BEFICRDBBCIEOFEEZLIFLTW S I ENHE IR o7,

%729 (FA77xRy F) 2w, D. NDWLWIFNnoHEomEED THE,
ETEETEAY) Ko LTwl s, UNAREEATICE LT XT
ZIHET 2 EE] KOV THBOERVKL T, EmORMO D 5TEHTH %

-

bl

Table 1: EBIDER & HEFH & OHERERER ()

D ND
S PRI i B S RIS g B
1. % 448 *x —.165 ** ~330 ** 468 % 171 % —.239 **
2.7 — A 368 ** —.045 -.128 368 ** -.045 -128
3.3k (186 ** —.064 -.099 44 ®* —174 % -.162
4 aTaz=Hr—ay  324%k -.057 -.074 388 —315 ** -111
5. &5G 490 ** 232 ** —.253 ** 1335 ** 010 .000
6. 1552 —215 ** —.393 ** 493 #x -.062 ~.296 **
7. FEERE 440 ** —.194 #* —315 ** 512 #* -102 —424 **
8. U L F DRI 602 ** —402 ** —.494 ** 526 ** —.389 *x -.161
9. 7T 7Ry b 1629 ** —.380 ** —.484 ** 603 ** ~312 ** ~363 **
10, HEEDFEA 581 % —318 ** —.509 ** .590 ** —259 #* —458 **
1o oESEL 462 ** — 247 ** —373 ** 405 ** -.060 ~362 **
12, 8% b ogE! 352 * -.099 —247 ** 384 033 —.506 **
13, A 558 ok —290 ** — 474 ** 1503 ** —308 ** —.547 **
14, 30k 555 —179 ** -.050 385 * -070 —410 **

*p <.05 **p<0l
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ZEVTD D,

b) HBITE > TOFHOREE

HEICL o CHFED TR, LU 2TEEIC L, BRICHRE & 215
Frfko7cZ LDk, FEAENREIEES VS I EE2FREL CHHERZ
G 7z 7 RED Likert Scale # > 72 (Figure 3), 60% DL o#E A% TR
EBEZTIEENE, 6 UEMERFEE), 7 (KEiF), 8 [LTF - EOMIE],
11 (BE), 12 (b ofgEl), 14 CUE) Th b, Wi "5 LEZ#A

ND B3.5/% 8.39% 74749
< D s 12.33% WT498%m
ND 66.03% 22.44% C11.54%
2 b AT 1861% 2597w
ND £3.69% 17.83% - 1847%
o~
) 15.799%  m26:75%
ND 03.46% 12.18% mm24:36%
) 21.50% 2009%  IEENS259%m
o ND 57.05% 22.44% L 2051%
) 78.11% 2B71%  IEN2T59%m
ND 5% 25.16% Co 4340%
D 4.04% 2121% A5
ND 81.80% 7.699% 9%
“ b 0:26% 16.45%  mmI4i29%m
ND 89.87% b.7096M4843%
D 70.13% 13.04% 783%
ND 86./9% 9.43% M3177%
“ b 0300 12.45% mN6%1
ND 43.59% 31.41% L 2500%
“ b 7.07% 2402% 4S9 6
ND 49.04% 24.20% - 2675%%
Yo 2% 27.47% N <] S
ND 53.21% 25.00% L2179%
“ 0.04% 27.59% o 3®718%
ND ERENZ 26.42% 1 -/ S
D MBI 1688% O %
ND 7.22% 25.95% . 4684%
Bl 15050 24.14% 7 & /S

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
s l#ETHD EES5THERVERFTHD

Figure 3: BT & > TOEREOREEE
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PHEFIC S oDidl (HK) &2 (F—L0) THholey TNHDI EDPS,
WHCTHAT 20, HED EEeHEE ), TCFHE - HidFEe,, M5
R e EHEEEICBET PTG E o T L SR EE L e BiEENAY TIREE, &
Wi B EAMEDS S 3 A Tz, £ ND DD DOKEEDHH, §RTOE
ot TR, & T 2EEPEL -7z, THRFRRTEIC L 2B
FEENIHLA DS S OB EEZ o, INAREEFERE 1B 2 BETHE Odb
FMA R T DR TH B,

€) BREICE>TDET

T, I 2WTdH 7 RED Likert Scale 25w 547z (Figure 4) ., f&HEH» 5,
3 (k). 4 (&), 5 (REERB). 8XU9 (FAr77xy ] IZow
T25%NT L DHENFHOFERE 4 252 TB 0, Fic 3, 4, 51 THEEE,
KOWTHHBRED TEE5Thhy) ELHRIEPFLNT, InbDIEE
ZIF LA EDRIEHEDERTHbRT WD, H4 OEROBRELRE R
W&o T4 BTEERZ EVB2DDTH B, ZDOHBDHIEFH~DEDD
FHRREICE > TOAMDEINELE L ERHVEDLD, HMTIck-> 2%
Bh% otz bEZ 65,

¥Ry A4 TIcBb 59 TafEe ) LB Eh s IS >0 1 G,
2 (F—=21), 3 k), 4 (i) Thb, ZofhoiEEx TARAE
EERTBBOT NS roTz, FiC, 7T (FEELS). 12 (EY olFid), 14 (X
H) 1390% M Eo#ED TafiimEme, LRIELTEY, KB, RECH
Ao > v KOV olEiiE KO 2 1R8N L CAMSEY LR 2 AR H 25 L
ERLTWS, £, 6 OTEENELFOHHIC OB H0bDTH %,
S5 A TRITHIT 5 L, 3,6, 8. 13, 14DIEFEHCO VT, NDIZH
WTD kDD TEMAEG, LI RIEOEEDEL - Tz, TTEB O,
OFEREBS LAbE 5L, NDOBEEI WL DIEHZRETTKS T Lick
DIREANDOEMIEE 5 L 2IFFICBERL, ZOEBIDEE ORI D%
Bole T EHHETE D,
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ND 90./9% 56V604%
= D 93.86% .95&19%
. N\D 05.10% 15.929%  IT5I92%m
) 003150 16.88%  IN23I81%m
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_ND 07.36% 189%446%
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Figure 4. RElC & > TOEHDETT

334. Q2 : FEEAROXFRT

INETOMREL S, L TUFEHHICO %D 0 152 HENMFAEIMEL
HMiC &> TIREP K b IN#EET, 2O REOEE
EPE OV ERE AW SN AT H D LB Do, 22T, LEVEM
{HCRR LI 14D1EF D 5 b XFHHAICEDL 5 6 DI, THELRLICBIT 2
FEENC B 2 u— <) OflREE DG 8
DIEFCOWT, 2o DiEE % HHT 2, LEXTLHEDS b,

0 >E# O o

I L > TEEEMEL,

SBOEFLK DL Dy, THE
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90.00%
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70.00% —
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0.00%
. 3.3%=a2= - . 7. KFEOFHE 8 O—YFD
1L.&] 2. 7= — 5 R 4. BEEVPRIR 5 HE 6. FHAHEME =5¢n e
‘ =D 57.21% 67.25% 19.46% 88.29% 53.38% 57.45% 74.89% 81.70%
‘ ND 44.83% 64.67% 12.69% 86.99% 40.32% 42.86% 53.75% 76.88%

Figure 5: SEBIE AR DO X FiRR

BARCF 2 ) LRELEEE2 % Loz (Figure 5),

ERPE, TRXTOEHTD OHKEHNND & hEVEETLTAEALT
VBT ENTD o T, WEEZFER YA TTI0%LL EDEN D BiEEHS% >
b0, BEELENEONZDIR 1 (HR]) (1 (364) =234, p<.05) &7 [(JEE
DOFEFASETL D) (1 (308.97) = 434, p <01) ODATH o7, TLZ ZTN 5 DIEH
EITOBRBAGRG DD o O ICERBEIC OB o L EZ BN 5,
723 (2= —vaviG®) BAROXFHEAOES » 51, EEHO
TV £ OBBIESCER RS TIAT 25, 2 DIEB O 7 IS B 75 HEE
RBLOEA (4) 1D, ND £ H85% I LD THFEEER L&A 647
EVSRUD D B3R B, THEREES ) OENED 1 >5Ths T5E @
8 Thbb, 33227 —2arOOOHEPERIOEANZLEALD
FRTXLFZIFRLTUTON T 0B I LR, MOT =Lk Ed o & GBI
bNTWVBIEE), I 5ICRAOFTRAMDPEICE W TH REILFICAN T
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Teachers’ beliefs and principles about the introduction of
letters and early reading into Japanese elementary school
English education

Chika IKEDA

This paper reports on the findings from the questionnaire survey which aimed
to (1) investigate the current practice of letter and early reading instruction in
Japanese elementary schools, and (2) to elicit the teachers’ beliefs and principles
about the introduction of letters and early reading into ‘Foreign Language Activity.’
The participants were 237 teachers from the elementary schools which had been
designated for English teaching research and 161 teachers from the schools that
had never been designated for research.

The results show that more than half of the teachers use the letter-related
activities in their English classes, and approximately 30% of them even use word
reading activities. Moreover, whereas the activities which help children become
familiar with English and foreign cultures according to the objective of the Course
of Study for ‘Foreign Language Activity’ are most widely used in the current
English classes, letters are presented to the children when these activities were
introduced. Furthermore, it was demonstrated that the teachers’ beliefs about the
importance of an activity for children had the biggest influence on whether the
activity was actually conducted in their classrooms. Teachers also tended to
consider the activities that require them to have special knowledge or skills to teach
more difficult, and seemed more likely to avoid the activities that could lead to
producing children who come to dislike English at the elementary school level.

With regard to the instruction of literacy-related skills in ‘Foreign Language
Activity,” about 70% of the teachers had positive reactions to the letter use, while
about the same percentage of teachers were negative about the introduction of early
English reading. What needs to be emphasised is that more teachers from the
designated schools expressed more positive attitudes. It was argued that the
significance and necessity of introducing letters in view of early reading instruction
would be recognised as teachers have more experience in teaching ‘Foreign
Language Activity.’
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