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The Continuity and Discontinuity in “Josei Fukushi” (Women's Social Welfare)

and Feminist Social Work. -From a Viewpoint of Feminist Social Work.

SUDO Yachiyo

These days, the ideas of “strength model” or “empowerment” in the field of social
work are more accepted in this country. However feminism which argues the kind of ideas
as well as feminist social work based on them simply introduces the researches either in
the UK or in the US.

When we come to very few researches on feminist social work based on the current
situations in Japan, they refer to the “Josei Fukushi” (Women’s social welfare).
Counseling and assistance for women in need plays a central role in it. This paper exam-
ines the research and the practice in the field of Josei Fukushi (Women’s social welfare)
in Japan from such a point of view as “feminist social work is not a technique but femi-
nism perspective.” And it also clarifies that Josei Fukushi is not exactly identical to femi-
nist social work. It is because that there are both continuity and discontinuity of the
perspective in it.

Now it is required to present the richer feminism perspective including the wider issues

of social welfare even like black feminism as a form of social work practice.
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