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A Study of Social Casework Instruction

in Practicing Community Welfare Work

SANO Osamu

It appears to me that students in Japan who major in socisl welfare or related
courses show unfavorable feelings toward the study of social casework. They feel dis-
appointed, feel resigned, or both. These students somehow continue studying the sub-
Ject until they earn the degree required for graduation, however they fully retain
those negative feelings. These students are legion and can’t remain ignored. Many of
them were originally filled with hope and enthusiasm for acquiring knowledge and
learning techniques regarding mental health care for people who need it. Once they
commence their academic careers, however, they begin realizing that a realistic view
of the field as well as a realistic view of their own future differs from the ideals they
had before enrolling. Their initial passion for learning slowly shifts to disappointment

or feelings of loss, without them being aware of it.

I do not consider it to appropriate to attribute this problem to student’s individual di-
lemmas. Intsead, I would like to analyze and discuss the problem, which may explain
the decline in students’ willingness to study psychological care, from the following
points of view: educational institutions’ system efficacy and instruction methods; and
the adequacy of the theory of social casework as well as its internal problems. I am
raising questions by applying the care studies I had done with my students to supple-
ment their social casework lessons as a tentative action or countermeasure to the prob-

lem of their disappointment and feelings of resignation.
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