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Formation of- Residents’ Association in Homes for the Aged

NAKANISHI Yoshio

This paper, which concerns research on the history of treatment of the aged as
part of a study on the history of welfare facilities for the aged, describes an experi-
ment with the aim of investigating actual conditions in homes for the aged during the
post-war period by the “lifestyle history” method, focusing on the lifestyle of residents
in homes for the aged.

In this study, which primarily utilized materials in the possession of a home for
the aged in Kyoto, the processes of formation, development, and break down of a resi-
dents’ association in that home (during 1945-1956) were analized, and their historical
significance was examined.

The residents’ association was fomed immediately after the Second World War in
connection with food shortages. Although part of the lifestyle management system ad-
ministrated by the home, the association was engaged in activities involving demands
for improvement of residents’ living conditions, as well as various mutual support ac-
tivities, and developed to the extent of establishing association regulations. However,
these activities, which may be considered pioneering initiatives with regard to the
present-day issue of “participation in operational management and treatment”, subse-
quently disintegrated when left unsupported amidst confusion. Among the background
factors were home’s restrictions under the socil welfare system of the time, but another
factor, within the home, was a problem concerning the attitude of managers and staff

regarding the treatment of residents.
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