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The Webbs on Free Trade and National Minimum

ERIGUCHI Taku

The purpose of this paper is to make clear whether the Webbs are ‘moral am-
bivalent’ to the internationalism in the sense of G. Myrdal. Because, though the
Webbs’ ‘National Minimum’ has been appreciated as an epoch of British Welfare
State, they have been criticised by B. Semmel et al. as Social Imperialists. But
the Webbs argued that both ‘National Minimum’ and the competition through
Free Trade were essential to ‘economic progress’ not only of the British economy
but also of the world as a whole, and this argument had never changed even
when the Chamberlain Campaign started. So their incline toward Imperialism is
only a part of their political tactics in order to realise ‘National Minimum’ in

the British political situation in the early 20th century.
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