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The Webbs on Progress, Efficiency, Liberty and ‘Collectivism’
- around Their Early Works-

ERIGUCHI Taku

The Social Reform Scheme of Sidney and Beatrice Webb has been interpretedin
various ways from particular points of view. The aim of this paper is to make
clear the core of their social reform scheme by forcussing their early works.

Appriciating the rise of ‘collectivism’ from working class at the end of 19th
century, the Webbs published their works about ‘industrial progress’, consumer’s
co-operative movement, municipal reform, and trade unionism. Their aim was to
realise ‘higher freedom’ which proceeded human ‘progress’ and ‘efficiency’ of
economic society as a whole, by means of ‘collectivism.” Though they inclined
toward ‘economic control’ in middle and later period, their anxiety for ‘higher

freedom’ never changed.
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