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SUMMARY

Basque Language Policy from Protection and Promotion toward Overseas Spread
- Prospective Issues around the Etxepare Basque Institute -

Sho Hagio
Nagoya Institute of Technology

Historically speaking, certain European modern nation-states have engaged directly or indirectly
in a language/culture spread policy, which was often closely related to colonialism and
imperialism. Today, mission of language/culture overseas spread is attributed, in the name of
“public diplomacy” or “soft power”, to such private organizations of public character as British

Council, Alliance Francgaise, Goethe Institute, Instituto Cervantes and so on.

What has been common in the language/culture overseas spread policy is that the target
language to be diffused is the official language of a given state, and that the target culture to be
propagated is the national culture recognized by the given state. In Spain, however, three
sub-state entities have recently launched a respective organization, whose mission is to spread
their proper language and culture over the whole world: Etxepare Basque Institute in the case of

Basque Country and Ramon Llull Institute in the case of Catalonia and the Balearic Islands.

This article aims at seeking any significance of the sub-state entities’ engagement in the
language/culture overseas spread policy, by taking the case of Etxepare Basque Institute, which
was established in 2007. After giving an overall description of the Institute, the author tries to
point out the following prospective issues around the activities of the Institute: 1) division of
competence between the central government and the autonomous governments, 2) demarcation
of nationality and territoriality seen in the activities of the Institute, and 3) goal of the

language/culture overseas spread.
In view of the recent establishment of the Etxepare Basque Institute, the author suggests several

points of view for further comparative studies on the language spread policy in general, rather

than draws a hasty conclusion.
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