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Possible Truths Inside Mistranslations

—An Attempt at Understanding Mistranslations —
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Abstract
This paper examines five cases of mistranslation to shed light on the
deliverability and truthfulness of mistranslations. In some cases, a
“mistranslation” turns out to be a brilliant mistake.

Case 1): At a meeting for the UN Security Council Resolution 242, an
intentional mistranslation may have been conducted between English and
French texts so Arab nations and Israel would agree.

Case 2): At the time of Japan-China diplomatic normalization, Prime
Minister Tanaka expressed an apology to China that was mistranslated into
something banal sounding.

Case 3): During his US visit to see President Reagan, Prime Minister
Nakasone’s remarks for an aircraft carrier were mistranslated.

Case 4): In TPP negotiations, an ultimatum word was used by a Japanese
interpreter, although the Japanese negotiator had not said it.

Case 5): At a Japanese event, a supposedly deaf composer was dubbed a
“digital-age Beethoven” in English; but he replaced it with “modern-day
Beethoven” in Japanese to make himself sound more significant.

Some cases of mistranslation are hard to judge as mistakes. However,
identifying mistranslations helps reveal cultural differences and
complicated political backgrounds, and can improve the quality of
translation and interpretation.

1. IXL®IT

R 552 Ol - FERICIE, 4 HE, BRERNBSEL D Th S, FLekicikoF
RIZHBEAADZE, KK, —u@@ FELTHATLENI T OERTYH, T 3&kE
S, FEEREL THEENDIG AN Z W=D B TRHEZ I DR ONDIERH D,

L, —HICRRREE > Th, 2B AT | ESNDFRGEEZBINL =D E B LT 5
N z\a“ub%ffm VLI E ARV DR, TREEEDORIEMIKW-EHETHD
ZELHE, EOBIEMENEL-> TRIENZSETHIZLLHD, RIEMITIT
(Y CH, BEMIITEERELELXTNDIELHD, AR TIE, B EOBIGEOEELR

G CREZIRAR ) Z OIS >OFFZIY B BRiROAY =M HOHRDOHE
FHEIZDOWNWTEELZL,
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2. TERRIDOEH
2.1 F4 1

[EE 2 AR EH ST, 1945 FOFR B LUK, ZaREICE TR OIS
DN, FEL DR FHEAFIRL TET (2015 4F 8 H I 1T 2235 OIR#ERDERINEN
TWD), ZOHF T, FlFR £ BRAICTRRFRILIZESNDFE A BN, 5 3 IR R
(B4 16 HREERS) % 1967 4F 11 H 22 BITHRIRSNIZZRBLGE 242 BT
HbH, PHREEIL, &7, BARIZESTHEWEOHKFETIEARRoTNDER, 20
RBIZEODDR 1T H RKFENMIEL W20, HARTIEHEV ML TN
BoNDD TR LIZU,

B3RP, T T EEA ATV OERST, 1967 /£ 6 H 5 HITIHEED,
6 Hfl Cbole, AATTVTTeo726 HII T, =V 7 MDA U7 DT
BRI )N EEZEELTLEST2, 242 5%, HGHEHNSDOA AT )L EDOR
IROHE R ORI 8 a2 E 1 E LT LB O 7 IR GES VT, 7003, R I
(A AT TVEORR O FITHoTo, ZOHMDOHEIL 1), 77 AFEL 1), SHIT, &
DFEFRUNTLL F D IR0,

1) withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied ...
i1) retrait des forces armées israéliennes des territoires occupés ...
iii)  withdrawal ... from the territories occupied...

(FHRTEE)

i) 12X 1) 1o Er A AS(des = de (from) + les (the)), 72bhH, 75
VAGEILTIL A ML DORORE W) B RICR D, BN B DDTRNINT A A
TI)VHEMN EEMORENBEEET D00, —ErLRERT 00 NENEGES
TLEHIDTZ,

IRETHRASTDIEAI D, i 3 I B G % | Z2 R BRITHRAZ AL EE D72 D (i & LT
LRBEE FEDDLENH T2, 720, BIROIERNET TTHA AT TV — 55 )
2, BELT2AF I AR E DX+ TR (Baron Caradon) 23, i i [Z ik 22 T A
NEEL20 ., ZIRFO/EE S iE(working language) CHHHELT TV AFE(TIE
TEE, BV TR AN EE, PEGEIIAHELE N AEESETIE VD) ORBE A/
EDOHAZIEIZLIEEEDIL TS, ZOL T, 242 HiX, T TIRVIHDOIEEGR 1 & Zh
IR S oTl- | £ ERFEEORFERD TR L > TR SN,

XY TRV OINAZ FREITIEBNE 5203, ZDORER., T 7 EAAT L O FRITR
VVEST-FE A BICED, TR0 BRI TWRN, ZEZAD,
BT ARMRITIERATED, 2011 T ITTOETHENRZTZOL RO, 2015 £
11 FIZIEART L PRIR IS (A AT AE) (KD U RIRET B35 AR 35708 A i
B LTS,

X TRV OB R IZR I LIZE S ZDDMNEID B ZITHEL N, S, ZOTREFR |1,
TITEARTZNVDBIEDOHY I EF JEE MBI R TED ThHoTZ LT RIE W
AN
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2.2 EH| 2
1972 42 9 A 25 B, TEOEEREM, B PEAZIEFE (OO, B AROH T #
KEMEZIE DO NRRSEITHEAFL, BRER 2R, ik 27 FE272-> Tz, H
PEMEIZZON L, NAERHEICDE> T, OAEPRTEERICZ KROZ K&K LB
DT LTZZEZHWT, RAFE D TIRWRE D@z R AT 5 Lalk ~7z, 7223, J8 &4
O LT D EMOFNEE 1L, T A ARTREIVEL TR, IELWEE 82 L
TR EZ T o T, UL TR R ORREEICH > T, BT 31

T e b [ E RIS TR KA R
T PR FRIRYI R 2 &

EIRENT=BTE,

oSBT, BEHEIBREHEOrE AR LJ_M%TF@)?@%@ﬂ:Jk@
SR EANOREE LS, FETIEE T REGK BTNz sizLnfEbiian
EaR 7= THRREE 11E ., ARICAK 232373 > CLE -T2 BF IS AR FE OIS 3 T, HAllC
BOREITE D72 ), ZHUCH LT, AR E AR B ARGE TR AT 72 & 10k
DIREMIET2EWRTHY, S BIIFRICEDEBVIESN EXMFFLTUILNEN)
BWRTHD, LR RN, BB EICLEN> T ThIWv ) &Ff
., E0BHX TITFREE/IZEND,

ZOMBEIIREH)THD, HEFETH D OEREIEZDITIE, BARDZLERNG, A
FE Ol « J8GE < AR L Tuvied T iiﬁ%iﬁlﬂ ZILTH, ORI I
KT HNEEEE 2T H RDHNEE OB AR T, MR LTLESTZOE LR,
TEM, TN E L TRIE I DO OFFE THHZ <‘:>§f+ WAL Wb EDbR
5o THf VT, 2z %%ﬁﬁb\:&% VoYt tavsd)N 1‘533@%;}?% T=IFA
72T B0/ b | LD, ;.)i‘sz: W, BEEE IR AREERH DD
72, ZORES . I EMSE %@%%IEE CTEARFWOETH#IGEE RO
AR A A PAALR

T, BRBEDT T2 ) EVOERBUZOW TR AR NDE ZHULH AR ADHIGET S
BROHbH — MBI DB DFRBL T, A ARANDODHEICEHHAIAENT S HERD
TIFZROWDEED, WD, TRRERZNT T NXTHIIR O Lo s 2 R & BLZEL
HIEEBEWRTDDIT TRV, Z0bE 0> T DR BT VDI TR, &
WIDG, TRRERZNT 20 X H R AN E T2 EB THY ., 2D HARJFTA 25
MR AT &1, PSRN EEL TGELRRO DL OO0, LTI, 72
D, ZOFEIT, FIZTWHE, AT EREIDICEFHEI TREOREFEDO T LALIBHE W
LETNHIELAIS 7, HEVOPAHMEL A HHDZIZ, HE-THIEOEEEZIEZD
BRIZIZA e 02 b, BARNT, BESCEBIREDOAREFORSIEORFIC, BLA
NRTBREREZBLTLEL ) EE->THE T 5, AU HARADLS R THH V72D,
IZEINIZERHDLNENI L LRV IDINCHIE XD, WTIICLA, 2O E
BTN OE K72 R CIREENT T2 1258 T H AL 0N Ad
o
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(R AT T2 25720, AR EMENHA LI RBAT LR E DB DO
FEChD, TN ->7-28 T, BHARERZIEFLEWI LB 51 T,
FIRL e SN NS S R WY VAN S R red T P AR Aoy bl (e A Sy

2.3 FEHl 3

AR L C A O TR TEZERE 138 5 X, B KA R LBFUS DWW TEED BRI,
il FIIT BT RN Y =R ThD, 1983 £ 1 . L —H L KEED EMERD
TR LI R ERE D, TS RAMROA LSO B A T, VI OIE R
DOEHZRI T2 B ARSN B2 TR ZER ST HERE LT-EW), thF, [ LzH
ARBUF O L E L, FATREA M ~OBH T, IRIRZER SN DT LidmpoTe, &
AN, BHAMAOFRAMRICIARILZE /R E DR B b, KEBE LTz,

[(ZOLTIR B 13 ole) TWRhoTe, T—7 I ThD I = %, B ARBUF O
Y R =R U7, EARIE, PE AR E AN RERMZE R Vo 7-0% | [FIRFER
DF— NFH CTHOLHMN RN, B FDELZAT ‘unsinkable aircraft carrier’
ERRL, RAMBRORE M, ZORFEICESEHEL=DZ o7, —FEITRERFEM &
iz,

HEHIL, 1989 FEITHRA StV A~ A F—F T al L (S RIIAREER) O
FHEREBIC AR LT, TRILZERE DWW TE, YL AE B O CREBEIZRDZEN D -
Zo WANARTE Y —RELQBRICEETHREKL, 2O W TIE—F bR LR -
7o A~ NEINBEE OBRLEELL 72> TNDEWIIEEEE T H Tz, fll ARYITIE,
WRITZA ORISR E B %BOORHNIE L TE50Tidenh, H— AE%
BOWT—KHERHO IR EERIGOEREMZDENIONEDBEAAE N, —F
T, BER A L 052 E 4 (buffer) b L COMWEROFIELZ LD TRESELN
77

ZLTC, %, PEBRIEITBESITIRLERE SO EM 1 LLTRO IR
TG,

[ — A FEOBIX, BARSEZRESEMEE DR AW B IT &N
BEAFF ST M DI b DIZTHEVNIEHTLT, - -l ARIXZ 4% unsinkable
aircraft carrier., DENVRNIELZEREERLIZO T, 3D BRIZHTZ>TH, FL
DI EZOLDORWETZD5 WV TTn, fRITZEIEDRhoTZERNWE
T, e BEREEZOHS), BKBERIIMEICEA L TOELZNL, BRI ay
IRAEDMETL, ATRZERT IV RN ERO—F 25, RIFEIZTEDAI
HNT=D T,

AR B O™ il “I3 ., B /) O R 2 R <RO DT AV TR L B A D B &

R LRSI RONDD | BiREE DA —MeHOEIZ > T, T o72Z
L7025, BIVFTRRRE ZAMN A FRITE-T2,
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2.4 EHl 4

WAROBER ORI OFEITIX, 2015 4 11 A 18 H., 8 HFH B O (P WEWEEE)
FRAE TPP:1 ko~ WEZRD [tk R | IS BLRTR N, BR PR RR 7 3 5 17 E (TPP)
D= DAZ I, 2010 4E 3 HIZT AV IO FE AL LI, B AR AZ TSN
72D 2013 4E 7 H1Z 572, 2015 4E 10 A ICEIRKABEICET D0, IS 0I5
T, [E R FE(GDP) T, &0 12 22E 0 8 E A& Hb 2 B KW T L, kD
BRATZ o7,

HAOHFB TPP 124 411%, 2013 4F 12 A2, 7V TR CTH AL B % -7,
T A F R E (USTR) 7z~ (Michael Froman) {24 #5 N 0 @ikl 5212
Bz, BRIRIE, BBREIC D7 e~ RFIC, BFREOLIE NN, a4
RPN EDFEBUIRBE CEARNWZEARFAL ., 220513 1 B FhaEivian, &k
BIRE A L E W57, EERDOBSICTH SO0, @R N2z [ 1% @ i
(ultimatum) | EFRLTLE- 7220,

WHEBLEELE CW T a~ AR R EIC R L TRtk @RI 372 1 29
BBEEROIEL R N> TLESTZ, 2OL T, BARZHIZIRVE 1B E-
R ARLYBY

Ultimatum (& @) L1, BRI ANRITUEREETH 5B B A Bk
T 5, BIRINIH VAT F—REFGUH DATATIELL FOIIITERIINTND,

i) A final demand or statement of terms, the rejection of which will
result in retaliation or a breakdown in relations
(RIFICB Dm AERIBR - B, R ITSRIED IR DOIR AL D) (FEH
EN),

(The New Oxford Dictionary of English)

i1) A final, uncompromising demand or set of terms issued by a party to
a dispute. The rejection of which may lead to a severance of
relations or to the use of force
Gagr ISR T DR BID D 2 i X TSR - — B O S, G 34U,
REIGR DIPZINE ATHE NN T=D2 8085 5) (ZEFHR)
(Random House Unabridged Dictionary Second Edition)

ZDINTH R EDEZENAME/ LS DL, T L OEBE DL ETHS, [T
BIRFEL T, SRUIBE CLES Tl R A ITIRRATE 2 2L U 5720 S, RS RELES
NAHHEFRAE 72D, ultimatum DO ERZH > TWDLDOIEYGIRED BBV D, Fi=,
JEENL ST 7 av R EEHEZD R, ZOH, SEEEE IR T-DIEAIINED
B 5L,

LocL, —H T, HARDONS1E, ERMIZIE ultimatum &5 - Thill S Tldn-
TZEBLFERETHAY, ZOFEDRBNT T, AT T AP BE RN a7l Tl
OB LIRND, ZOFHEN, H KON OHLFEOE FEIR 2 T2 L1 LHE e
W, Ay =M EdH o7,
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2.5 EHl 5

R%IE, BURDE THRAELZOTIIRWERE Y EiF7-v, 2014 F0VF AV
YEVIERNT, 74X 2T AT — O EG KRR FOva— N as T A0% M [T 7 A
AV DT=HDYFF M, FlLil E 23 Z 2 720 ESI T AR N SF R O/E M
TR, T —ANTGAZ —OFHEERDEM L2 DO THLHZENH BN R Te, /v
T4 Tary T AL — O L LR A FHE R ~DOM 5 A X8 2 — R FHTAE, FHEIC
VAR

ZHUCEEEL . 7 AU A OMEEE TIME @ 2001 4E 9 A 15 H B c#B i Sk
N A~ADAZE 22— FOBRR NI T2, ZANVIZEL T O XSIZ72 > TS,

Mamuro Samuragouchi* ({ZFf N 5F):

Songs of Silence (JE2R DT %K)

Video-game music maestro Samuragoch® can’t hear his own work
(xZ~YUT D FF)

(BT — LA FROEE A NITA 5 OEME-KZENTER) (FEE
G,

RFEZENZOXT 447U~ —(Tim Larimer) it & T, 7 — AT RERH | OE il
F AN OZ L%

‘a digital-age Beethoven, a deaf composer who overcomes the loss of the

sense most vital to his work’

(TEMFRICL > TR BERERT ORI LRV 2 72, HFOMIZRWMEME, 7
INFRORN—h—T =) (EHR)

ERELT-,

TV~ =R L T = har T Y EROEMEIEND T OFENT VLV OD
NR—p—=T b EE YREOEMNROY R =Yy —b [ T OXVRER D - &
FRLTWD, ZIB, WL B OR—h—T x> | EhpoT-, 2018 4 3 A 1Tk
7= NHK Ay [HAOR—h—T x| &Lfff»gjl\bfb B, il ofs s
DLV, [TV ETBAR T, TOSALEREGIR N 25, AT
F [TV (=7 = 2R LR R O N— b= =008 B (D ED I E) O
N =Tz NI O LD TRELTZ D TH D,

ez, 7V HNRE R E | BIRTITE AN EGE) AN KA ZZ B D | &
RIZEZBNDNLLTEh, I, TOFEKBIFR OB ADFEmSITEL, 7223, B
R THI—HESE X THLE AORTRE RN T UV Z VIR D« « JEFNT, — 1KY
NLHEWDNBTF — LGB BTEDLIEAIN, T VXNV EVIE IR, FEEWRNRFE
ENDIFEDOH RMEEZSG TUINRWESS, 2FD, ZOSENLHEBASNDA AT,
NS THERZRY T2 BR T 20T RO TR0, O, THEARD 258 kK
FTHEZAITIARE CTHD, 125, ZHHDIEINIE EST2D TR WD, AT,
EATTNRIE AN — =T = | FE o070 b LEDREEEZ AW RN, TXT
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D iz B4 THEIML TWRBIE, TBAD .« 1T 7 VZVR RO - X0, DA
Y —UMHICBWTTARIEE R %Liﬁbfﬁb\o

3. &
LB DDOHEHING, FEFRD Ay — I ?%ﬁ%fmofﬁﬁ TNEIUZ, FRGR
NS EDHIORE BB ENHLIENRINNR 2D, ZTIE, — K iE2F > T, 1E
RET D0, BRERET DD EVIIR AR ZRBTEDO T, ZHEHRETHEIE, EHn
HZEIRD, DT 4 DO/RZ—UPHEEIR LT ([ Lo DRI AR R ] TER 7
EONANA L),
1)  ZFiEiR(word-for-word translation) A7 Z7ANMIHLEEEZHAEL T, 1
ETONEICER 3D HIE T, B2 HALLL TT ZANDEREZ PR TICEIES
FECHBLAR BT E, BREL SOWIURIZRD P REMED & D,

2) HEsR(literal translation) B %S FEIC ?DU\T%) LT 7 AN FE 7R PR B
ZRETN, T ORBIREHE T AEXFERLDG, @é’?#iﬁnﬁﬁjﬂf

3) BER(=EWx&iR) (sense-for-sense translatlon) JETIIR2<NE., OF
DT VANTRINTZERNE A - HE T 7 AN TGS T AEIZR T Hik,
N OEMPENE R IND,

4)  HHFR (free translation) EiRLY, SHICEW T DHIPHN LW, B RT 7 A

ML WER I L THD,

mm r;%{

BSEIZIE, ERROFEDRZZLUTRELTWS, BIERIX, ENIT 7 AN D
T, OEDDFIEITHES TR L, SURZR D TWKZEN, 22720 DL L THHETh
5o W AIKWVEREETH - TH, TEAE TR OMRZHEL | F LR BREHFVE
fz25ZE% EIREL T, ERED 1), QDO FENRIONLZELHD,

— . BIRIZMNE WD EE 25285 EIRET D, AN EOE WS FEL# T
Hb, TDID, OEDDFHIETIRITHZLEITHEN TRV, ZLDOGE, Biled
DMTEFREB HIREZZ X NORT 28725, TDIH72ERITHLHAADZE, UoK

VERFEERDZEN TELRIR THH-TH, EOMLANSELZ DML T, RILSHET
& 38 R R AR W 2353 i D,

AENE, AR EFIFR O TRRFR | O 7 OFIZ Y BT 7223 LLED 5 DOHEHING,
AR EV ST | IR IAZ R ITIE, ZENEHNLSE AL RE R BH LI ENREN
2B 2%, o, BRIE, ZBOBROFEE M (buffer) THY | 2 IZIHFRDFRRIZT7
EVIHZET, R EATLUIVEREL2E D TR R 1bH 5,

FERITERICE Do TEEH LU T, thom@iRE PRI E NI EZE e Hl K0
HFCIRIHLIZbDE  %bHbH 720137 =7 TIERWERUAZERH S, 23, [FEER
DFREICE ST, MR HAREIRIARL, SHUEDE, BUHART R E BB BNTRD
R FIER O BIKROE O EIZ272 B2 L3 MER VO T, #flixZans &
THA 9,
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SRUICIE I BL D, KVIEMZRRHZL T, OB ELEZL TWIEN, @
n)i‘iocl:()\%ﬂpﬁ@ﬁiﬁ\f%éo

2% TR

FEFTE I (2015 4F 11 H 18 BAD) [ (PWSWIRER) BGE TPP: 1 K~ W&
VBN & 3Gl I

R (2014) [T AR F — AT FLE o 2F0 ] SCEFRFK. pp.182-184

FRPR (1991 MHEREL 0 F (1) I B AR v— T ] GEFE A B ARRIER
U BIAR) 1991 4F 3 A &5

SR (2004) [HESE A2 TZRAFR] Bt

SHEASEF (2007) [EERFE L% B ARANAZ]D 243 E

AL T (W) (2013) [E<h22FERERT] I3V T 7EE. pp. iii-iv

HEAREESL (2004) [HAEG—EREEOHELLT] Hrigltt. pp. 111-115

RKKE (2004) THFAREOKZK, BPRHEOKEK B RKEOKK ] 21st China
Quarterly (21 i+ [E )
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