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The Debate between Sakuzo Yoshino and the Roninkai:

An Analysis of the Argument from the Beginning to the End

Department of European Studies
Division of German Studies
Hajime Konno

The circumstances of the debate between Sakuzo Yoshino on one side and the Roninkai
on the other on 23 November 1918, have not yet been examined in historical research.
Existing scholarship depicts the debate only using evidence originating from Yoshino and
his bloc and does not explain the views of the Roninkai. In this paper, using various
testimonies regarding the event, I show the following: (1) The debate was led by the
Roninkai, and its topic was Yoshino’s attitude, as shown in his statements. The Roninkai
aimed to show through Yoshino’s confession in a public setting that his statements were
untrue and that the article he published in 7he Asahi Shimbun was thoughtless. They were
largely successful in their endeavour. However, Yoshino did not back down from his criticism
of the coerciveness of the Roninkai. (2) This debate was an exchange of opinions that was
based on the common understanding that monarchy and democracy can coexist. There is no
evidence of a sense of defeat in Yoshino’s diary—apparently because he interpreted the
meeting in his own self-centred way and because he was not dissatisfied with the juncture
at which the argument ended. (3) The behaviour of the Roninkai was always threatening.
This can be seen in their attack on Ryohei Murayama. Further, Yoshino did not sincerely
respond to the Roninkai, and the presence of the students who came to support him caused
the debate to be a high-pressure one. (4) Because newspaper reports only published short
reports on their impressions of the meeting, they highlighted Yoshino's appearance and the
enthusiasm of the students instead of the content of the debate.
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