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Abstract

This paper examines the racializations of Japanese Brazilian female migrants to
Japan. Although it’s common to be mixed-race in Brazil, Japanese Brazilian women
who come to Japan as return migrants realize that their being mestica, which means
mixed-race female in Portuguese, now can be valorized as haafu and gives them a
chance to work as haafu models in the Japanese printed media. Here | would like to
address the following questions: To be successful as haafu models, how do Japanese
Brazilian women perform, embrace or contest this racialized image? Are there any
differences between being haafu and being mestica? In the end, what does “haafu”
mean to Japanese Brazilians, especially in terms of their transnational lives? By
analyzing interviews with the models and modeling agencies, and observations
of beauty pageants within the Brazilian community, | will show how their social
positioning dramatically changes from one racialization to another, but this still

allows them to manipulate their cultural capitals.
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