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News of the Week to Be Picked by Students
—An Attempt to Build a Firm Basis for Interpreting—

JORFR Al 36
Abstract

While language and interpreting, skills are essential for professional
interpreters, they are not enough. Interpreters also need to have basic
general knowledge in every field, including politics, economics, culture,
science, and world affairs both in the source language and the target
language, regardless of what subjects are being interpreted.

To help students acquire general knowledge, the author, who is also
a simultaneous interpreter between dJapanese and English, utilizes
newspaper articles in her interpreting courses for both undergraduate and
graduate level courses. Students are asked to pick two news articles once a
week in Japanese and then two related English articles, focusing on the
different perspectives of their news sources. They are also required to
notate vocabulary and terms specific to the subject, file them as their
“News of the Week”, and make a short class presentation in English.

According to student surveys, this assignment is greatly appreciated.
They report that it gets them in the habit of reading newspapers in both
languages and it helps spark their interest in specific issues, such as
Brexit or US presidential election. The author also finds students’ picking
up useful expressions for both speaking and writing English, thereby
improving their interpreting skills.

When working, interpreters cannot be either activists or
representatives of any particular ideology or mediators or negotiators of
conflict. More, it is said that interpreters should be machine-like
converters of language. In reality, interpreters are only human, and their
personal "interpretation" is inevitable, as the word "interpreter" itself
implies. Interpreters therefore have to be aware of how they might be

influencing a discussion. To stay more neutral, interpreters
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need comprehensive, overall understandings, and gaining more general
knowledge can support this endeavor.

Although getting students to read newspapers does not seem a direct
path to training professional interpreters, this paper shows that it is quite
an effective and useful tool to develop global thinking and to

train would-be interpreters.
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