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President Trump’s Media Strategy
As Was Seen in the Press Conference
following the 2019 U.S.-North Korea Hanoi Summit

Hiromi SODEKAWA

The 2" U.S.-North Korea Summit between U.S. President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un was held in Hanoi, Vietnam on
February 27 and 28, 2019, but it broken down without any agreement. The
U.S. wanted North Korea to completely dismantle all nuclear facilities in
their country in exchange for lifting sanctions, whereas North Korea wanted
all sanctions to be lifted just for giving up some of their nuclear facilities.
They could not meet half way. President Trump eventually walked out,
although both sides confirmed their diplomacy would continue.

The author of this paper did simultaneous interpreting on the TV program
of the conference aired by a private broadcasting station in Japan. In the press
room Mr. Trump did not look as energetic and spirited as usual, but he
handled the press with respect. Usually, however, President Trump continued
to call the mainstream mass media “fake news!” He did not listen to any
criticism about himself or his administration from, for example, CNN and
New York Times. The author began reflecting on why there is such a gap
between Trump’s rather decent attitude in the Hanoi press conference and his
hostility during other ordinary press conferences.

The author examines all 21 reporters who were allowed to ask questions of
the president during the 38-minute Hanoi conference, focusing on their
questions, the organizations they belong to, and some personal details. The
author came to understand something about President Trump’s extremely
well-calculated media strategy.
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(D (04'31")» Major Elliott Garret, Chief White House Correspondent,

Correspondent for CBS News, and a Correspondent at Large with National
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B REIIME & 0 N o 7o, AL O HIBARRE R 2B O
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political commentator. Hannity is the host of the Sean Hannity Show, a national
syndicated talk radio show. White house advisors have characterized him as the
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o=y EEOERO®EFIC, HURIE WA, FRICHDIINS 72
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