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When Translating the “Japanese Unagi-sentence”
into Chinese

—An Observation of the “Chinese Manyu-sentence”—

YUAN, Xiaojin

It is widely known that the “Unagi-sentence (‘I am the eel’ sentence)” is
often used in Japanese. We can also find some similar sentences in Chinese,
which are called “Manyu-sentence”, but there are not many and it seems that
the restrictions on the generation of this kind of sentence is very strict in
comparison with “Unagi-sentence”.

This paper tries to clarify the decisive factors in creating a “Manyu-
sentence”. 1 suggest that we should treat “single sentence” cases and
“question-answer-pair sentence” cases differently. In the former case, we
should use the idea of “part-whole”, and in the latter case, the reply sentence
must i) be in a contrast context, ii) be a verb echo reply, iii) satisfy the
economy principle of language.

Based on these analyses and the translation problems found from machine
and Chinese learners, I also put forward some proposals on how to translate
“Unagi-sentence” into Chinese.

The present study on “Manyu-sentence” is not sufficient, so I hope this
paper can supply a new view point.
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