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The Webbs and Swedish Welfare State

ERIGUCHI Taku

The aim of this paper is to focus on the fact that there was an intellectual influence from the Webbs to the
Swedish welfare state. The Webbs’ program of “national efficiency” was composed of National Minimum poli-
cy as a strategy for the modernization of the British Welfare state in the order of international free trade. In Brit-
ain, the proposal of the Webbs was ignored. However, in Sweden, G. Rehn and R. Meidner developed the com-
bination of Solidaristic Wage policy and Positive Labour Market Policy. Their idea was based on the premise
that Swedish economy should be efficient and survive in the field of international competition. The framework
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of their idea was similar to one of the Webbs

national efficiency.”
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