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Theoretical Perspectives on the “Welfare of Women” and Feminist Theory

—A Discussion on the Clients of Social Work Services—

SUDOU Yachiyo

This paper forms the theoretical ground-work to set out a new premise for a study of the “Protective Facili-
ty for Women.” Through tracing back the succession of previous studies on “Welfare of Women,” it critically
examines the theories by Hayashi and others who have reduced the subjects of social welfare (i.e. women), by
regarding “protection” as “welfare,” to those served by the Protection of Women Program which is based on the
Law for Prevention of Prostitution. These previous studies have been theoretically grounded on biological per-
spectives of “Female Sexuality” or on its paraphrased notion of “Crisis of Sexuality.” Previous studies with such
theoretical foundations, failed to recognize the social norms and asymmetry produced by modern discourses on
sexuality, as well as the fixation of women as sexual beings.
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