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ti NORRENE R D BIAE & 2 O PEERIVIRGE

The Current Status of Public Women’s Shelters and Its Theoretical Verification

SUDO Yachiyo

This research examines the current situation of several public women’s shelters in the field of social wel-
fare. Even though those public women’s shelters were set up after the establishment of Anti-Prostitution Act,
they are now functioning as the facilities which deal with the cases relating to Domestic Violence Prevention
Law and Japan’s 2009 Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons. Nonetheless, there is a disparity in the
number of users between big cities and rural areas, those facilities now came to the crossroad because of the de-
creasing the number of users.

This paper analyzes the current situation of such facilities, public women’s shelters on the basis of recent
research and reports. Furthermore, this research indicates a new direction of social work to recover the function
of public women’s shelters as the social resources to support women and children, and theoretically explains
how to break away from contracted research in the past which oversimplified and considered the counseling and
assistance for women in need under Domestic Violence Prevention Law as “the feminist social work research”.
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