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Brazilian Workers in Japan under the Recession since 2008

YAMAMOTO Kaori and MATSUMIYA Ashita

This paper reports the results of questionnaire research to Brazilian worker employed by a temp agency in
Aichi. The research was conducted in October 2010, 900 were distributed and 489 were valid.

The aim of this research was to see how the ongoing recession that began in autumn of 2008 affected Bra-
zilian workers in Japan, and from the research it is very clear that they were seriously affected. More than 50%
of the respondents once lost their jobs, 70% said that their income was decreased after the recession. Moreover
25% of the respondents were once on welfare.

After experiencing these difficulties, the respondents now have jobs and continue their lives in Japan. We
tried to see who could get a job and remain in Japan after the recession by asking their basic attributes (sex, age,
visa), social network such as family and Japanese language ability. Also we tried to analyze some factors which
affect their future—going back to Brazil or continue living in Japan.
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