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“I ought to tell you, I must tell you,” she began again, in the
midst of hysterical tears. “Though I have said ‘Yes,’ to your pro-
posal, I do not—yet—It has come upon me by surprise,” she
stammered. “T like you very much;I esteem you and respect
you : but I do not yet love you.” (EL 168, italics added)
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On it came, passion, temper, wrongs, and nervousness, all boil-
ing over together. She was in strong hysterics. Mr Carlyle half
carried, half dragged her to the second stile, and placed her
against it, his arm supporting her.... Barbara struggled with her
emotion, struggled bravely, and the sobs and hysterical symptoms
subsided ; not the excitement or the passion. (EL 212)
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“A few moments, and I heard a noise ;it was a sort of wail,
or groan, and I opened the door softly, fearing she might be
fainting. Joyce, if my heart never ached for anybody before, it
ached then. She was lying on the floor, her hands writhed to-
gether, and her poor face all white, like one in mortal agony. I’d
have given a quarter’s wages to be able to say a word of com-
fort to her;but I didn’t dare interfere with such sorrow as that. I
came out again and shut the door without her seeing me.”

(EL 227)
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Borrowing from the theatrical melodrama, the sensation novel
achieved its effects through spectacle. Sensational events often
turn on the rendering visible of what remains hidden or mysteri-
ous, and their affecting power arises from the satisfaction or thrill
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of seeing. Sensationalism’s use of the visual, of the relation be-
. tween the hidden and the seen, contributes to its capacity to make
the abstract seem concrete. (24)
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“You know, mamma, I do not believe in dreams,” was Bar-
bara’s answer. “I think when people say, ‘This dream is a sign of
such and such a thing,’ it is the greatest absurdity in the world.

I wish you could remember what the man was like in your



JRTeE /BAEE TH SO [ Isabel Vane/ Vine in East Lynne

dream.” (EL 282—83, italics added)
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“No woman ever took that step yet, without its entailing on her
the direst wretchedness .... And Lady Isabel was of a nature to
feel remorse, to meet it half way. Refined, modest, with every
feeling of an English gentlewoman, she was the very last one
would have expected to act so. It was as if she had gone away
in a dream .... That terrible mental wretchedness and remorse did
over-take her, I know.” (EL 488)
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Carlyle is presented at various stages of the narrative as a
failed patriarch in his own household. His gender identity is fur-
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ther problematised . . . by his secret alliance with women (Barbara
Hare and her mother) to frustrate the wishes of the domestic ty-
rant, Justice Hare.... [T]hrough his involvement with Barbara
and Mrs Hare, he himself becomes a kind of super-woman or su--
per-mother. On their behalf he defends the affective family which
persists (or subsists) within the stern patriarchal family of Justice

Hare?.
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“For the crime penetrated upon Hallijohn, I would pursue him
to the scaffold. For my own wrong, no.... I leave” him to a
higher retribution : to One who says “Vengeance is mine.’ I believe
him to be guilty of the murder:but if lifting my finger would
send him to his disgraceful death, I would cut off my hand,
rather than lift it.” (EL 563)
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Although the modern reader may find East Lynne’s glorification
of female suffering to be masochistic and sentimental, the popu-
larity of the novel (especially with women) suggests that readers
found Wood’s description of Isabel Vane’s misery satisfying and
interesting and her fate acceptable?.
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In its representation of the masochism of the maternal melo-
drama, East Lynne comprehends (in the sense of both embracing
and understanding) women’s desire for the child, and their anxi-
eties about the separation from the child—anxieties which accord-
ing to Lacanian psychoanalysis replicate their own feelings of loss
and separation from the mother
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“Did she go?” cried Lady Isabel, full of emotion, and possessing
a very faint idea of what she was saying.

“She was kidnapped ” whispered Lucy.

“Kidnapped ! ” was the surprised answer.

“Yes ; or she would not have gone. There was a w1cked man on
a visit to papa, and he stole her.” (EL 474)
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“But how we be sure that she will be there ? ” debated W1111am
after a pause of thought .. .

“Oh, William, ” sobbed the unhappy lady, “her whole life, after
she left you, was one long scene of repentance, of seeking for-
givenéss. Her repentance, her sorrow was greater than she could
bear .... Her heart broke in it; yearning after you and your fa-
ther.” (EL 642)
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William’s illness makes him as helpless as an infant, and in de-
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voting her total attention to him Isabel can recreate the earliest
moments of the intimacy between mother and child. That it is her
son and not her daughter that figures so prominently in the narra-
tive suggests that he is as much as a substitute for her husband
as a figure for her own identification®.
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